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America’s  Early  Silver 


The  36  slides  in  this  program  present  examples  of  the  early 
silver  coinage  of  the  United  States  from  1794  to  1891.  In  each 
slide  the  design  and  special  characteristics  of  a given  period 
for  a specific  denomination  are  given.  Facts  about  design 
features,  mintage  figures,  rarity  and  specific  die  varieties  are 
presented  to  provide  information  that  should  be  of  interest 
to  the  beginning  and  advanced  collector  alike. 

The  silver  Bust  coinage  of  the  United  States  was  issued  in 
five  denominations:  half  dimes,  dimes,  quarters,  half  dollars 
and  dollars.  There  were  several  basic  designs  used  on  all 
denominations  for  the  period  under  review.  The  Flowing 
Hair  design  was  used  during  the  years  1794  and  1795  for  half 
dimes,  half  dollars  and  dollars.  No  dimes  or  quarters  were 
minted  during  these  years  so  this  design  was  never  used  on 
these  denominations.  The  Draped  Bust  design  was  introduc- 
ed on  all  silver  denominations  in  1796  except  for  the  dollar 
series  where  the  new  design  first  appeared  in  1795.  The  Cap- 
ped Bust  design  was  first  introduced  on  half  dollars  in  1807, 
on  dimes  in  1809,  on  quarters  in  1815,  and  on  half  dimes  in 
1829,  and  was  used  as  late  as  1839.  The  first  Liberty  Seated 
coins  appeared  in  1837  without  stars  on  the  obverse  but  by 
1840  the  design  was  being  used  to  mint  all  five  denomina- 
tions with  thirteen  stars  in  the  obverse  field.  The  addition  of 
arrows  on  the  obverse,  rays  on  the  reverse  and  a scroll  with 
a motto  above  the  eagle’s  head  on  the  reverse  are  just  a few 
of  the  design  changes  that  appeared  on  the  Liberty  Seated 
coins  through  the  years  to  1891. 

Other  silver  denominations  of  this  period  include  the  three 
cent  piece  which  was  struck  from  1851  to  1873  and  the 
twenty  cent  piece  which  made  a brief  appearance  in  1875  as 
a silver  issue  but  lasted  for  only  a few  years.  Tbe  Trade  dollar 
replaced  the  Standard  dollar  as  the  largest  silver  issue  from 
the  mint  in  1873  but  it  too  lasted  only  a few  years. 


Select  Bibliography 


Kamal  M.  Ah  wash,  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty 
Seated  Dimes  1837-1891  (Media,  PA,  1977),  411  pp. 

M.L.  Beistle,  A Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Sub- 
Varieties  (Shippensburg,  PA,  1929),  26l  pp. 

M.H.  Bolender,  The  United  States  Early  Silver  Dollars  from 
1794  to  1803  (Freeport,  IL,  1950),  75  pp. 

Walter  Breen,  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Col- 
onial Proof  Coins  1722-1977  (New  York,  1977),  320  pp. 

A.W.  Browning,  The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the  United 
States  1796-1838  (New  York,  1925),  36  pp. 

David  J.  Davis  et  al.  Early  United  States  Dimes  1 796-1837  (Yp- 
silanti,  MI,  1984),  279  pp. 

John  W.  McCloskey,  ed..  The  Gobrecht  Journal;  Collective 
Volume  Number  One  (Kettering,  OH,  1980),  387  pp. 

, The  Gobrecht  Journal;  Collective  Volume  Number  Two 

(Kettering,  OH,  1985),  379  pp. 

A.C.  Overton,  Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  / 75*4-7  §36  (Col- 
orado Springs,  1970),  274  pp. 

Don  Taxay,  The  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  Coins  (New  York,  1971),  397  pp. 

D.W.  Valentine,  The  United  States  Half  Dimes,  ANSNNM  48 
(New  York,  1931),  79  pp- 

W.W.  White,  The  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  1840-1873  York, 
1985),  83  pp. 

J.M.  Willem,  The  United  States  Trade  Dollar  (Racine,  WI, 
1965),  191  pp. 


Flowing  Hair  Half  Dimes 
1794-1795 


Half  dimes  were  authorized  by  an  Act  of  Congress  on  April  2, 
1792,  but  none  were  coined  until  February  1795.  The  Flow- 
ing Hair  design  used  on  pieces  dated  1794  and  1795  was  en- 
graved by  Robert  Scot,  then  Chief  Engraver  of  the  Mint.  On 
the  obverse  Liberty  faces  right  with  shoulder-length  hair 
flowing  toward  the  back;  above  is  the  word  LIBERTY.  The 
obverse  has  a total  of  15  stars,  8 along  the  inside  left  border 
and  7 along  the  inside  right  border.  On  the  reverse  a small 
eagle  with  open  wings  is  surrounded  by  two  laurel  branches 
that  are  tied  by  a bow  at  the  bottom.  The  legend  UNITED 
STATES  OE  AMERICA  fills  the  area  between  the  wreath  and 
the  denticles. 

Total  mintage  for  the  years  1794  and  1795  is  86,4 16.  It  is 
believed  that  7,756  of  these  were  dated  1794  even  though  no 
pieces  were  actually  minted  until  1795.  Four  varieties  are 
known  for  1794  struck  from  three  obverses  and  three 
reverses.  There  are  10  known  varieties  for  1795  struck  from 
eight  obverses  and  five  reverses. 

1.  1795  V-4  An  example  of  the  Flowing  Hair  obverse  design  for 
half  dimes.  This  variety  is  identified  by  its  wide  date  and  the  posi- 
tion of  the  two  stars  in  relation  to  the  hair  and  bust  on  either  side 
of  the  date. 

2.  1795  V-2  An  example  of  the  Small  Eagle  reverse.  This  die  is 
identified  by  the  seven  berries  in  the  left  laurel  branch  and  the  seven 
berries  in  the  right  laurel  branch.  One  of  the  rare  varieties  for  this 
date. 
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Draped  Bust  Half  Dimes 
1796-1805 


Gilbert  Stuart  was  commissioned  to  refine  the  head  of 
Liberty  on  the  early  silver  coinage.  The  result  was  the  Draped 
Bust  design  that  was  used  for  half  dimes  from  1796  to  1805. 
On  the  obverse  Liberty  faces  right  with  drapery  folds  cover- 
ing the  bust  and  shoulders.  The  shoulder-length  hair  is  drawn 
back  and  secured  in  a double  bow.  The  word  LIBERTY  is 
above  the  head.  For  1796  the  obverse  has  a total  of  15  stars, 
8 along  the  inside  left  border  and  7 along  the  inside  right 
border.  In  1797  a l6th  star  was  added  to  the  obverse  in 
recognition  of  the  admission  of  Tennessee  to  the  Union. 
After  1797  the  number  of  stars  on  the  obverse  was  reduced 
to  13  to  represent  the  13  original  colonies.  On  the  reverse  a 
small  eagle  with  open  wings  surrounded  by  a laurel  and  palm 
wreath  was  used  for  the  pieces  dated  1796  and  1797.  The 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  was  used  for  pieces  dated  1800  to 
1805.  For  this  design  an  American  bald  eagle  is  displayed 
holding  13  arrows  in  its  left  talon  and  an  olive  branch  in  the 
right.  The  eagle  has  a shield  covering  its  breast  and  holds  a 
scroll  in  its  beak  bearing  the  motto  E PLURIBUS  UNUM. 
There  are  six  clouds  above  the  eagle’s  head  along  with  a con- 
stellation of  13  stars.  The  Small  Eagle  and  Heraldic  Eagle 
reverses  both  have  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
filling  the  space  just  inside  the  denticles. 

Total  mintage  for  the  Small  Eagle  pieces  of  1796  and  1797 
is  54,757.  Total  mintage  for  the  Heraldic  Eagle  dates  from 
1800  to  1805  is  given  as  124,270.  A total  of  16  varieties  is 
known  for  the  seven  dates  from  1796  through  1805. 


3.  1797  V-4 
border. 

4.  1797  V-2 

5.  1800  V-1 
border. 

6.  1800  V-1 
design. 


The  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  16  stars  around  the 

The  Small  Eagle  reverse  for  the  Draped  Bust  design. 
The  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  13  stars  around  the 

The  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  for  the  Draped  Bust 
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Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 
1829-1837 


Half  dimes  were  again  struck  at  the  mint  in  Philadelphia  in 
1829  for  the  first  time  since  1805,  an  absence  of  24  years.  A 
new  design  was  used  in  1829  with  Liberty  facing  left,  wearing 
a cap  inscribed  LIBERTY.  There  are  13  stars  in  the  obverse 
field,  7 stars  along  the  inside  left  border  and  6 stars  along  the 
inside  right  border.  On  the  reverse  an  eagle  with  open  wings 
faces  left  with  a shield  on  its  breast.  The  eagle  holds  an  olive 
branch  in  one  talon  and  three  arrows  in  the  other.  The  legend 
UNITED  STATES  OE  AMERICA  fills  the  space  just  inside  the 
denticles  and  a scroll  inscribed  with  the  motto  E PLURIBUS 
UNUM  fills  the  space  above  the  eagle’s  head. 

The  Capped  Bust  design  was  used  for  only  nine  dates  from 
1829  to  1837.  Total  mintage  for  these  nine  dates  is  13-06 
million  pieces  struck  from  39  obverses  and  36  reverses.  All 
nine  dates  in  the  series  are  fairly  common  and  available  in  all 
grades  including  mint  state.  But  many  of  the  87  known 
varieties  in  the  series  are  very  rare  and  a challenge  to  locate 
for  the  interested  half  dime  collector.  Major  varieties  include 
Large  Date  and  Small  Date  varieties  and  Large  5 and  Small  5 
varieties  for  the  years  1835,  1836  and  1837.  Three  reverses 
for  the  year  1829  have  vertical  stripes  in  the  reverse  shield  in 
groups  of  three,  all  other  reverses  have  the  stripes  in  groups 
of  two. 

7.  1829  V-7  There  are  16  varieties  known  for  the  year  1829 
struck  from  6 obverses  and  10  reverses.  This  obverse  is  identified  by 
the  position  of  the  stars  in  relation  to  the  denticles.  A common  varie- 
ty for  this  year. 

8.  1 829  V-6  An  example  of  one  of  the  7 reverses  of  this  date  with 
double  vertical  stripes  in  the  reverse  shield.  This  reverse  is  identified 
by  the  ends  of  the  scroll  in  relation  to  the  legend.  A common  variety 
for  this  year. 
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No  Stars  Half  Dimes 
1837-1838 


In  1837  the  half  dime  design  was  changed  to  feature  Chris- 
tian Gobrecht’s  seated  figure  of  Liberty  facing  left.  In  one 
hand  she  holds  a staff  topped  by  a cap  and  in  the  other  a 
shield  covered  by  a scroll  inscribed  LIBERTY.  The  fields  on 
either  side  of  the  seated  figure  are  plain  with  no  lettering  or 
stars.  On  the  reverse  a wreath  of  laurel  surrounds  the 
denomination  HALF  DIME  and  the  legend  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA  fills  the  space  between  the  wreath  and  the  den- 
ticles. 

The  No  Stars  design  was  used  in  Philadelphia  for  half  dimes 
only  in  1837.  This  date  has  a total  mintage  for  the  Liberty 
Seated  type  of  1.4  million  pieces.  There  are  two  major 
varieties  for  this  date  known  as  the  Large  Date  and  the  Small 
Date,  identified  by  the  shape  of  the  digits  1 and  8.  For  the 
Small  Date  variety,  the  1 has  a long  upper  serif  that  slopes 
sharply  up  to  a point  over  the  right  side  of  the  upright  of  the 
digit.  The  8 in  this  variety  has  a script  appearance,  a narrow 
band  moving  up  through  the  center  of  the  digit  and  then 
looping  around  and  being  crossed  by  a wider  band  to  form 
the  two  loops  of  the  8.  For  the  Small  Date  the  1 has  a short 
upper  serif  that  runs  straight  across  the  top  of  the  digit  and 
the  8 appears  to  be  two  circles,  the  upper  resting  on  the 
lower,  with  a narrow  center  band  between  the  two  loops. 

9.  1837  V-6A  No  Stars  obverse.  The  Small  Date  variety  with  a die 
break  below  the  foot  to  the  rim. 

10.  1837  No  Stars  reverse.  An  example  of  the  new  reverse  used 
on  the  half  dimes  for  the  Liberty  Seated  design.  The  No  Stars  design 
was  used  in  New  Orleans  in  1838  with  the  O mint  mark  appearing 
in  the  wreath  below  the  left  upright  of  the  letter  M in  DIME. 
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Early  Stars  Half  Dimes 
1838-1852 


Thirteen  stars  were  added  to  the  obverse  design  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  half  dime  in  1838.  There  were  seven  stars 
along  the  inside  left  border,  one  star  between  the  head  and 
the  cap  and  five  more  along  the  right  side  border.  These  stars 
were  punched  individually  into  each  die  for  the  period  from 
1838  to  1840  making  it  easy  to  identify  the  obverse  dies  of 
this  era  by  the  position  of  these  stars.  In  1840  the  obverse 
design  of  the  seated  Liberty  was  refined.  The  obverse  shield 
was  placed  in  a more  upright  position  and  extra  drapery  folds 
were  added  to  the  gown  flowing  from  the  elbow  of  the  right 
arm.  The  reverse  design  was  also  refined  in  1840  with  revi- 
sions in  the  position  of  some  of  the  leaves  in  the  wreath  and 
each  bud  in  the  wreath  opened. 

Half  dimes  of  this  period  were  minted  in  Philadelphia  and 
New  Orleans.  The  O mint  mark  for  the  New  Orleans  mint  is 
positioned  in  the  wreath  below  the  left  upright  of  the  M in 
DIME.  Large  and  Small  O mint  mark  varieties  exist  for  the 
dates  1839-0,  1840-0,  1844-0  and  1850-0.  Some  of  these 
mint  mark  varieties  are  very  rare  and  present  a challenge  for 
the  half  dime  collector.  The  rarest  date  of  this  period  is  1846 
with  a mintage  of  only  27,000  pieces.  This  date  is  rare  in  any 
grade  but  particularly  difficult  to  obtain  in  grades  near  mint 
state.  The  1849  half  dime  is  not  rare  but  a few  varieties  for 
this  year  have  recieved  a lot  of  attention.  Some  dies  of  this 
year  have  been  identified  as  the  overdates  1849/6  and 
1849/8.  There  has  been  much  speculation  as  to  how  these 
varieties  came  to  exist. 

11.  1838  Stars  obverse  with  three  stars  repunched.  Recut  stars 
were  not  unusual  for  the  period  from  1838  to  1840  when  the  stars 
were  punched  into  the  die  by  hand. 

12.  1838  Stars  reverse.  Typical  reverse  of  this  period. 

13.  1840  No  Drapery  obverse  with  sloping  shield. 

14.  1840  Drapery  obverse  with  upright  shield. 
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Late  Stars  Half  Dimes,  Arrows/No  Arrows 
1853-1859 


In  1853  arrows  were  added  on  either  side  of  the  date  of  the 
half  dimes  to  indicate  a reduction  in  weight.  The  arrows  re- 
mained at  the  date  for  the  years  1854  and  1855  hut  were 
removed  for  pieces  dated  1856  and  later.  The  largest  mintage 
for  any  half  dime  is  the  13-2  million  pieces  struck  of  the  1853 
Arrows  variety.  In  fact  the  only  dates  with  a mintage  of  over 
4 million  pieces  occur  during  this  period:  1853,  1854,  1856 
and  1857. 

Half  dimes  of  this  period  were  minted  in  Philadelphia  and 
New  Orleans.  There  is  very  little  difference  in  the  size  of  the 
mint  marks  for  New  Orleans  specimens  of  this  era  with  the 
large  O mint  mark  prevailing.  The  1853-0  No  Arrows  half 
dime  has  recieved  a lot  of  attention  as  a rare  variety  of  this 
era.  Genuine  pieces  of  this  variety  are  easy  to  identify 
because  the  date  is  extremely  weak  on  circulated  specimens 
and  often  nearly  worn  off  on  average  circulated  specimens. 
The  1858  date  is  common  but  the  “1858  over  Inverted  Date” 
makes  for  a spectacular  variety  which  has  attracted  a lot  of 
attention  in  recent  years. 

In  1859  the  obverse  die  of  the  half  dime  was  modified  to 
create  a one  year  type  issue.  The  new  obverse  has  hollow 
stars  and  the  letters  in  the  word  LIBERTY  on  the  shield  are 
much  larger.  The  old  obverse  design  was  used  for  the  1859-0 
issue  so  that  the  1859  half  dime  is  the  only  issue  with  the 
hollow  stars  obverse. 

15.  1853  No  Arrows  obverse. 

16.  1853  Obverse  with  Arrows  at  the  date. 


Slide  6 


Legend  Half  Dimes 
1860-1873 


The  design  of  the  half  dime  was  significantly  revised  in  the 
year  1860.  On  the  obverse  the  seated  figure  of  Liberty  re- 
mained the  same  but  the  13  stars  were  removed.  In  their 
place  the  inside  left  border  was  inscribed  with  the  words 
UNITED  STATES  and  OF  AMERICA  was  inscribed  along  the 
right  inside  border.  On  the  reverse  a cereal  wreath  encloses 
the  denomination  HALF  DIME. 

Half  dimes  of  this  design  were  made  in  Philadelphia,  New 
Orleans  and  San  Francisco.  The  1860-0  date  is  the  only  issue 
from  New  Orleans  as  all  mint  operations  ceased  there  in  1861 
due  to  the  Civil  War.  Half  dimes  were  struck  in  San  Francisco 
from  1863  to  1873.  For  these  years  the  S mint  mark  appears 
below  the  bow  on  the  reverse  except  in  1870  and  1871, 
when  the  mint  mark  appears  above  the  bow  but  below  the 
letter  M in  DIME.  For  the  year  1872,  half  dimes  are  known 
with  S mint  marks  above  and  below  the  bow. 

The  very  rare  issues  from  the  Philadelphia  mint  of  1863  to 
1867  create  the  real  possibility  that  someone  may  try  to 
remove  a mint  mark  from  the  relatively  common  San  Fran- 
cisco issues  of  the  same  years.  Any  such  deception  could  be 
easily  detected  by  the  examination  of  the  reeding  on  a 
suspected  coin.  All  Philadelphia  mint  issues  of  this  period 
have  98  reeds  around  the  rim.  The  San  Francisco  mint  issues 
of  this  same  period  have  106  reeds.  Any  coin  without  the 
proper  reeding  gauge  for  its  mint  should  be  considered  as 
altered  outside  the  mint. 

17.  1860  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  on  the  obverse. 

18.  1860  Cereal  wreath  on  reverse. 

19.  1872-S  Reverse  with  mint  mark  below  bow. 

20.  1872-S  Reverse  with  mint  mark  above  bow. 
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Draped  Bust  Dimes 
1796-1807 


Dimes  were  first  struck  at  the  United  States  mint  in  1796 
using  the  Draped  Bust  design  of  Gilbert  Stuart.  On  the 
obverse  Liberty  faces  right  with  drapery  folds  covering  the 
bust  and  shoulders.  The  shoulder-length  hair  is  drawn  back 
and  secured  in  a double  bow.  All  1796  dimes  have  15  stars 
along  the  inside  border  on  the  obverse;  a l6th  star  was  added 
in  1797.  Because  of  overcrowding,  the  number  of  obverse 
stars  was  reduced  to  13  for  all  dies  from  1798  to  1807.  On 
the  reverse  a small  eagle  with  open  wings  surrounded  by  a 
laurel  and  palm  wreath  was  used  for  pieces  dated  1796  and 
1797.  The  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  was  used  for  pieces  dated 
1798  to  1807.  The  eagle  has  a shield  covering  its  breast  and 
holds  a scroll  in  its  beak  bearing  the  motto  E PLURIBUS 
UNUM.  There  are  six  clouds  above  the  eagle’s  head  along 
with  a constellation  of  13  stars.  However  there  is  one  reverse 
of  1798  that  has  16  reverse  stars  over  the  eagle  and  another 
reverse  of  1804  that  has  14  reverse  stars.  These  reverse  stars 
were  punched  individually  into  each  die  and  the  position  of 
these  stars  relative  to  one  another  is  a key  feature  in  identify- 
ing the  different  reverse  dies.  There  are  eight  known  varieties 
of  the  Draped  Bust  dime  with  the  Small  Eagle  reverse  and  a 
total  mintage  of  47,396  pieces.  There  are  an  additional  21 
varieties  for  the  Draped  Bust  dime  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle 
reverse  with  a total  mintage  of  422,010  pieces.  No  denomina- 
tion was  placed  on  the  reverse  die  for  the  dimes  and  seven 
of  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverses  are  known  to  have  been  used 
to  strike  gold  quarter  eagles  of  this  same  period. 

21.  1796  JR-6  One  of  five  known  obverses  for  this  year  iden- 
tified by  the  die  breaks  through  the  date. 

22.  1796  JR- 1 A Small  Eagle  reverse  of  this  period  identified  by 
the  leaf  point  below  the  O in  OF. 

23.  1805  JR-2  The  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  13  stars  along  the 
inside  border. 

24.  1805  JR-2  The  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  of  this  date  with  four 
berries  in  the  olive  branch. 
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open  Collar  Capped  Bust  Dimes 
1809-1827 


In  1809  John  Reich  designed  the  Capped  Bust  dime  that 
was  first  struck  during  this  year.  This  new  design  has  Liberty 
facing  left  and  wearing  a cap  inscribed  LIBERTY.  There  are 
13  stars  in  the  obverse  field,  seven  along  the  inside  left 
border  and  six  along  the  inside  right  border.  On  the  reverse 
an  eagle  with  open  wings  faces  left  with  a shield  on  its  breast. 
The  eagle  holds  an  olive  branch  in  one  talon  and  three  arrows 
in  the  other.  A scroll  inscribed  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  fills  the 
space  above  the  eagle’s  head. 

There  are  54  known  varieties  of  the  Capped  Bust  dime  for 
the  years  from  1809  to  1827.  The  obverses  in  the  series  are 
identified  by  the  position  of  the  stars  and  date  in  relation  to 
the  bust  and  the  denticles  along  the  border.  The  reverses  of 
this  period  are  most  easily  identified  by  the  end  of  the  scroll 
in  relation  to  the  letters  ED  in  UNITED  on  the  left  and  the  let- 
ter M in  AMERICA  on  the  right.  There  are  three  well  known 
overdates  for  dimes  during  this  period;  181 1/09,  1823/2  and 
1824/2.  There  are  Large  and  Small  Date  varieties  known  for 
1814  and  1821.  One  particular  variety  that  has  recieved  a lot 
of  attention  is  the  1814  JR-5  where  STATESOFAMERICA  ap- 
pears as  one  word.  Interestingly  enough  this  same  reverse  die 
was  used  in  1820  to  create  a similar  variety  known  as  1820 
JR-1. 


25.  1821  JR-8  Ten  varieties  are  known  for  the  1821  dime,  three 
of  these  with  the  small  date.  This  Small  Date  obverse  variety  is  iden- 
tified by  the  fact  that  the  second  1 is  under  the  curl. 

26.  1820  JR-6  There  are  13  varieties  known  for  the  1820  dime 
struck  from  nine  reverses.  This  reverse  is  easily  identified  by  the 
position  of  the  scroll  endings  relative  to  the  lettering  above. 


Slide  9 


Closed  Collar  Capped  Bust  Dimes 
1828-1837 


In  1828  William  Kneass  introduced  a new  coining  method 
for  dimes  that  produced  a high  relief  wire  rim  and  stronger 
detail  through  the  stars  and  date  on  the  obverse  and  through 
the  lettering  along  the  rim  on  the  reverse.  At  this  stage  the 
denticles  were  replaced  by  smaller  and  more  numerous 
border  beads.  The  obverse  design  was  modified  slightly  but 
is  essentially  the  same  as  used  in  earlier  years:  Liberty  facing 
left,  wearing  a cap  inscribed  LIBERTY  and  surrounded  by  13 
stars. 

On  the  reverse  an  eagle  with  open  wings  faces  left  with  a 
shield  on  its  breast.  Up  to  1829  the  vertical  stripes  in  the 
reverse  shield  appeared  in  groups  of  three.  Experience  with 
the  reverse  dies  over  the  years  indicated  that  the  narrow 
metal  band  on  the  reverse  die  that  produced  the  stripes  often 
broke  with  continued  use  producing  coins  with  solid  bars  in 
place  of  the  stripes.  The  reverse  was  therefore  modified  to 
produce  bolder  vertical  stripes  in  groups  of  two.  These 
modified  dies  held  up  much  better  under  the  pressure  of  the 
striking  process.  Twelve  varieties  are  known  for  1829,  only 
one  of  which  has  the  vertical  stripes  in  groups  of  two.  There 
are  six  varieties  for  1831,  three  with  triple  stripes  and  three 
with  double  stripes. 

There  are  68  varieties  of  Capped  Bust  dimes  for  the  years 
from  1828  to  1837.  There  are  Large  and  Small  Date  varieties 
for  1828.  There  is  an  1830/29  overdated  obverse  that  appears 
with  two  reverses  that  is  not  as  rare  as  is  generally  believed. 
There  are  script  8 and  block  8 varieties  for  1835,  1836  and 
1837  that  make  for  an  interesting  selection  of  date  varieties 
in  the  series. 

27.  1828  JR-1  An  example  of  the  Small  Date  obverse  of  this  year 
with  small  stars  and  strong  border  detail. 

28.  1830  JR-4  A reverse  with  strong  border  detail  and  numerous 
border  beads.  An  example  of  a reverse  with  triple  vertical  stripes. 
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Early  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
1837-1852 


Liberty  Seated  dimes  were  first  struck  in  Philadelphia  in 
1837  with  no  stars  in  the  obverse  field.  Large  and  Small  Date 
varieties  are  known  for  this  date  with  the  key  identification 
feature  being  the  flat  top  3 and  round  top  3 in  the  date  for 
the  two  varieties.  Thirteen  stars  were  punched  into  the 
obverse  dies  in  1838  along  the  inside  border.  The  varying 
positions  of  the  stars  in  relation  to  the  other  features  in  the 
obverse  design  make  the  obverse  dies  easy  to  identify  for 
1838,  1839  and  1840.  In  1840  the  obverse  design  was 
modified  with  the  addition  of  drapery  folds  flowing  from  the 
elbow,  a change  in  the  position  of  the  obverse  shield  to  a 
more  upright  position  and  a shifting  of  the  right  hand  up  the 
pole  much  closer  to  the  cap.  The  reverse  design  was  also 
refined  at  this  same  time  with  each  bud  in  the  wreath  being 
opened.  These  modifications  resulted  in  one  very  unusual 
transitional  variety  of  1841-0  when  a new  Drapery  obverse 
was  used  with  a leftover  Closed  Bud  reverse  from  the  year 
before. 

Dimes  of  this  period  were  minted  in  Philadelphia  and  New 
Orleans.  The  O mint  mark  for  the  New  Orleans  mint  is  posi- 
tioned below  the  left  upright  of  the  M in  DIME.  A number  of 
interesting  mint  mark  varieties  are  known  for  this  period 
with  three  distinct  mint  mark  sizes  known  for  the  dates  1839- 
O,  1840-0,  1841-0  and  1850-0.  The  rarest  date  for  this 
period  is  the  1846  dime  with  a mintage  of  only  31,300.  This 
date  is  rare  in  any  grade  but  particularly  difficult  to  obtain  in 
grades  near  mint  state. 

29.  1837  No  Stars.  The  Large  Date  obverse  with  the  flat  top  3 in 
the  date. 

30.  1837  No  Stars.  The  Closed  Bud  reverse  with  ONE  DIME 
within  the  wreath. 

3 1 . 1838  Stars  added  to  the  obverse  field.  A No  Drapery  obverse 
with  the  sloping  shield. 

32.  1842  A Drapery  obverse  having  the  upright  shield. 
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Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
1853-1869 


Arrows  were  added  on  either  side  of  the  date  in  1853  to  in- 
dicate a reduction  in  weight.  These  arrows  were  added  in- 
dividually to  each  die  in  1853  resulting  in  a number  of  in- 
teresting placement  differences.  The  arrows  continued  at  the 
date  through  the  years  1854  and  1855.  In  I860  the  design  of 
the  dime  was  significantly  revised.  The  13  stars  on  the 
obverse  were  removed  and  replaced  by  the  legend  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA.  On  the  reverse  a cereal  wreath 
encloses  the  denomination  ONE  DIME. 

Dimes  of  this  period  were  struck  in  Philadelphia,  New 
Orleans  and  San  Francisco.  For  the  laurel  wreath  reverse  of 
I860  and  earlier,  the  mint  mark  was  placed  in  the  wreath 
below  the  left  upright  of  the  M in  DIME.  For  the  cereal 
wreath  reverse  of  I860  and  later,  the  mint  mark  appears 
below  the  bow  between  the  two  ribbon  ends.  Production  of 
United  States  coinage  ceased  in  New  Orleans  in  1861  leaving 
the  1860-0  dime  as  the  only  New  Orleans  date  with  the  le- 
gend UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  on  the  obverse.  The 
1860-0  is  a rare  date  and  added  mint  marks  are  sometimes 
encountered.  These  altered  pieces  are  easy  to  detect  since  all 
genuine  Seated  dimes  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  have 
103  reeds  around  the  edge.  Philadelphia  specimens  of  this  era 
have  either  113  or  121  reeds.  Any  1860-0  dime  without  the 
characteristic  New  Orleans  reeding  should  be  considered 
counterfeit. 

The  Philadelphia  issues  from  the  years  1863  to  1867  have 
very  low  mintages  and  are  extremely  rare  in  circulated 
grades.  Studies  of  the  striking  characteristics  of  these  pieces 
have  provided  ways  to  distinguish  these  dates  from  the  more 
common  San  Francisco  issues  of  the  same  years  to  protect 
against  alteration  by  the  removal  of  a mint  mark. 

33.  1853  No  Arrows  obverse.  A few  of  these  were  struck  before 
the  weight  was  reduced. 

34.  1853  Arrows  obverse. 

35.  1861  New  obverse  with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

36.  1861  Cereal  wreath  reverse  with  denomination  ONE  DIME. 


Slide  12 


Late  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 
1870-1891 


For  the  second  time  within  20  years  arrows  were  added  to 
the  dimes  on  both  sides  of  the  date  in  1873,  marking  a slight 
increase  in  weight.  The  arrows  remained  at  the  date  through 
1874  but  were  removed  for  all  pieces  dated  1875  and  after. 
One  interesting  feature  of  this  era  is  the  introduction  of  a new 
reverse  hub  in  1876,  presumably  to  celebrate  the  centennial 
of  our  nation.  For  dimes  prior  to  1876  the  left  ribbon  below 
the  bow  had  a split  end.  The  new  dies  were  very  similar  to 
the  old  ones  but  they  featured  a pointed  left  ribbon  tip  below 
the  bow.  The  introduction  of  the  new  hub  is  important  to  col- 
lectors because  the  mint  continued  to  use  both  reverses  side 
by  side  for  a period  of  three  years.  Thus  both  split  and  pointed 
ribbon  reverses  are  known  for  1876,  1876-S,  1876-CC,  1877, 
1877-CC,  1878  and  1878-CC.  The  varieties  are  easy  to  iden- 
tify and  some  are  hard  to  obtain. 

The  first  four  Carson  City  dime  issues  are  very  rare  and  in 
demand  by  collectors.  It  is  important  to  remember  that  there 
was  only  one  reverse  used  to  strike  all  of  the  dimes  dated 
1871-CC  through  1874-CC.  The  characteristics  of  this  reverse 
are  well  known  and  they  help  identify  these  early  coins  from 
the  old  west.  Another  feature  in  identification  of  these  rarities 
is  that  the  Carson  City  mint  used  a distinctive  wide  reeding 
during  its  first  four  years  of  dime  production  that  was  never 
used  at  any  other  mint.  Early  Carson  City  dimes  have  only  89 
reeds.  The  Philadelphia  pieces  of  this  period  have  113  reeds. 
Any  early  Carson  City  dime  without  the  characteristic  wide 
reeding  should  be  considered  counterfeit. 

The  San  Francisco,  Carson  City  and  New  Orleans  mint  marks 
of  this  period  appear  below  the  bow  between  the  ribbon  ends. 
Only  in  1875  are  mint  marks  found  both  below  the  bow  and 
inside  the  wreath  below  the  word  DIME. 

37.  1873  No  Arrows  obverse.  Some  pieces  of  this  date  were  struck 
without  arrows  before  the  weight  was  increased. 

38.  1873  Arrows  obverse. 

39.  1878  No  Arrows  obverse.  Arrows  removed  beginning  in  1875. 

40.  1878-CC  Cereal  wreath  reverse  with  mint  mark  below  bow. 
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Twenty  Cent  Pieces 
1875-1878 


The  introduction  of  the  twenty  cent  piece  in  1875 
represented  an  experiment  that  lasted  for  only  four  years.  The 
new  denomination  was  similar  in  size  and  design  to  the  quarter 
and  was  never  well  received  by  the  public.  But  there  are 
features  of  the  twenty  cent  piece  that  make  it  easy  to  identify 
from  the  design  of  the  other  denominations  of  this  period.  The 
obverse  shows  a seated  figure  of  Liberty  facing  left.  In  one  hand 
she  holds  a staff  topped  by  a cap  and  in  the  other  a shield 
covered  by  a scroll  inscribed  LIBERTY.  But  for  the  twenty  cent 
piece  the  letters  of  LIBERTY  are  raised,  unlike  the  incused  let- 
tering that  appears  on  other  denominations.  Thirteen  stars  ap- 
pear in  the  obverse  field  along  the  inside  border. 

The  reverse  features  an  eagle  with  raised  wings  facing  right. 
There  is  no  shield  on  the  eagle’s  breast  as  on  the  quarters  and 
halves  of  this  era.  Also  there  is  no  scroll  above  the  eagle’s  head 
as  introduced  on  the  reverse  of  the  quarters  and  halves  in  1866. 
The  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  appears  above  the 
eagle’s  head  and  the  denomination  TWENTY  CENTS  appears 
below  the  eagle.  The  eagle  holds  an  olive  branch  in  one  talon 
and  three  arrows  in  the  other.  But  the  arrows  and  olive  branch 
are  in  opposite  talons  from  the  design  used  on  the  quarter  and 
half  dollar  of  this  era. 

A total  of  1.35  million  twenty  cent  pieces  was  struck  in 
Philadelphia,  Carson  City  and  San  Francisco  during  the  years 
1875-1876.  But  over  85%  of  this  mintage  represents  pieces 
dated  1875-S,  the  only  San  Francisco  date  in  the  series.  The 
San  Francisco  and  Carson  City  mint  marks  appear  below  the 
eagle  on  the  reverse  and  over  the  letters  NTY  in  the 
denomination. 

41.  1875  Obverse  having  LIBERTY  with  raised  letters. 

42.  1876  Reverse  with  eagle  facing  right,  no  shield  on  breast. 
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Draped  Bust  Quarters 
1796-1807 


Quarter  dollars  were  first  struck  at  the  United  States  mint 
in  1796  using  the  Draped  Bust  design  of  Robert  Scot.  In  this 
first  year  of  issue  the  bust  of  Liberty  faces  right  with  her 
shoulder-length  hair  drawn  back  and  secured  in  a double 
bow.  The  word  LIBERTY  is  above  the  head  with  15  stars  in 
the  obverse  field  along  the  inside  border.  The  reverse  of  these 
pieces  has  a small  eagle  with  open  wings  surrounded  by  a 
laurel  and  palm  wreath  with  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OE 
AMERICA  along  the  inside  borders.  Total  mintage  for  the 
1796  quarter  is  6,146  pieces  with  two  varieties  known. 

Quarters  were  not  struck  again  until  1804.  The  obverse  re- 
mained unchanged  except  that  for  the  years  from  1804  to 
1807  there  were  only  13  stars  in  the  obverse  field.  Beginning 
in  1804  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  was  used  on  the  quarters 
and  the  denomination  25C  was  added  to  the  reverse  design 
near  the  eagle’s  tail.  The  eagle  has  a shield  covering  its  breast 
and  is  holding  a scroll  in  its  beak  bearing  the  motto  E 
PLURIBUS  UNUM.  There  are  six  clouds  above  along  with  a 
constellation  of  13  stars. 

Total  mintage  for  the  years  from  1804  to  1807  is  554,900 
with  19  varieties  known  for  the  four  years.  Pieces  dated  1804 
are  very  rare  with  the  mintage  for  this  year  listed  at  6,738 
pieces. 

43.  1796  B-1  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  15  stars  along  the  inside 
border.  One  of  the  two  obverses  known  for  this  year  and  identified 
by  the  fact  that  the  lower  right  star  nearly  touches  the  bust. 

44.  1796  B-2  An  example  of  the  Small  Eagle  reverse  for  this  year. 

45.  1806  B-2  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  13  stars.  One  of  six 
obverses  used  in  this  year  and  identified  by  the  position  of  the  date 
and  the  defective  serifs  on  the  letters  1 and  T. 

46.  1805  B-2  The  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  One  of  four  reverses 
used  in  this  year  and  identified  by  the  gap  in  the  denticles  over  the 
E in  STATES. 
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Large  Size  Capped  Bust  Quarters 
1815-1828 


John  Reich  designed  the  Capped  Bust  quarter  that  was  first 
struck  in  1815.  This  design  has  Liberty  facing  left  and  wear- 
ing a cap  inscribed  LIBERTY.  There  are  1 3 stars  along  the  in- 
side border  of  the  obverse  field  and  the  date  is  below  the 
bust.  On  the  reverse  an  eagle  with  open  wings  faces  left  with 
a shield  on  its  breast.  The  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  fills  the  space  just  inside  the  denticles  and  a scroll 
inscribed  with  the  motto  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  fills  the  space 
above  the  eagle’s  head. 

Total  mintage  for  the  entire  series  is  just  1.29  million 
pieces.  Several  overdate  varieties  exist  for  these  years: 
1818/5,  1823/2,  1824/2,  1825/2  and  1825/4.  In  1822  and 
1828  there  are  varieties  with  the  denomination  25  recut  over 
50.  There  are  two  classic  rarities  in  the  series.  The  1823 
quarter  is  very  rare  today  with  no  more  than  about  40  pieces 
in  existence.  Attempts  to  alter  early  quarters  to  create  this 
rarity  are  easily  detected  because  of  the  unusual  die 
characteristics  of  this  date.  The  broken  lower  arrow  on  the 
reverse  and  the  overdate  on  the  obverse  make  genuine  ex- 
amples of  the  1823  quarter  easy  to  identify.  The  1827  quarter 
is  even  more  difficult  to  obtain  with  most  of  the  pieces  known 
being  in  proof  condition  and  well  documented  in  numismatic 
sales  over  the  last  100  years. 

A total  of  38  varieties  exists  for  the  series  with  many  of 
these  varieties  difficult  to  obtain  in  grades  above  XF.  These 
early  quarters  received  wide  circulation  and  most  of  those 
available  today  are  in  average  circulated  grades. 

47.  1821  B-4  Capped  Bust  obverse.  One  of  three  obverses  for 
this  date  identified  by  the  fact  that  the  two  Is  in  the  date  are  the 
same  distance  from  the  denticles. 

48.  1820  B-2  Capped  Bust  reverse  with  motto.  One  of  four 
reverses  for  this  year  identified  by  the  beginning  of  the  scroll  in  rela- 
tion to  the  letters  ED. 
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Small  Size  Capped  Bust  Quarters 
1831-1838 


The  Capped  Bust  design  was  again  used  for  quarters  in 
1831  but  the  size  was  reduced  to  a diameter  of  24.3  mm  from 
the  27.0  mm  of  previous  years.  The  bust  figure  of  Liberty  has 
been  refined  by  William  Kneass  but  the  design  is  basically  the 
same  as  used  in  earlier  years.  On  the  reverse  the  eagle  has 
been  slightly  altered  and  most  significantly  the  scroll  above 
the  eagle’s  head  was  removed.  A new  minting  process  pro- 
duced better  detail  throughout  the  entire  coin  but  especially 
along  the  borders. 

Total  mintage  for  the  series  is  4.2  million  pieces  with  near- 
ly half  of  these  struck  in  1835.  There  are  34  known  varieties 
in  the  series  with  some  unusual  die  features  appearing  over 
the  years.  There  are  17  reverses  known  for  the  series  and  16 
of  these  have  the  vertical  stripes  in  the  reverse  shield  appear- 
ing in  groups  of  three.  For  only  one  reverse  used  in  1833  and 
1834  did  the  vertical  stripes  appear  in  groups  of  two.  The 
reverses  are  split  among  those  where  the  eagle  has  a tongue 
and  those  where  the  eagle  has  no  tongue.  For  some  reverses 
the  2 in  the  denomination  has  a square  base  and  on  others  the 
2 has  a curled  base.  One  reverse  of  1831  has  a berry  between 
the  leaves  of  the  olive  branch,  no  other  reverse  in  the  series 
has  a berry.  These  characteristics  and  others  make  this  an  in- 
teresting series  for  numismatic  research.  A few  of  the 
varieties  are  rare  but  most  are  available  to  the  interested  col- 
lector. 

49.  1831  B-2  The  reduced  size  Capped  Bust  quarter.  This 
obverse  has  smaller  stars  than  those  appearing  on  the  obverse  in 
previous  years. 

50.  1831  B-5  Capped  Bust  reverse  without  motto.  Curled  base  2 
in  denomination. 
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Early  Liberty  Seated  Quarters 
1838-1852 


Christian  Gobrecht’s  Liberty  Seated  design  was  first  used 
on  quarters  in  1838.  Unlike  the  half  dimes  and  dimes,  the  first 
pieces  in  the  quarter  series  were  struck  with  13  stars  on  the 
obverse  along  the  inside  borders.  The  reverse  was  changed 
very  little  from  that  used  on  the  Bust  quarter  but  a few 
noticeable  modifications  were  made.  The  denomination  25C 
at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse  was  replaced  by  QUAR.  DOL. 
Furthermore  two  buds  now  appear  in  the  olive  branch  held 
by  the  eagle  in  one  of  its  talons. 

The  obverse  of  the  quarter  was  modified  in  1840  with  the 
addition  of  drapery  folds  to  the  gown  flowing  from  the  elbow 
of  the  right  arm.  Not  so  well  known  is  that  the  reverse  of  the 
quarter  was  also  changed  during  the  same  year.  The  quarters 
of  1838  and  1839  present  an  eagle  with  a tongue.  This  tongue 
was  removed  from  the  design  in  1840  and  never  again  in  the 
Seated  quarter  series  does  the  eagle  have  a tongue. 

Philadelphia  quarters  of  this  period  are  unusually  well 
struck  and  are  beautiful  examples  of  early  United  States  silver 
coinage.  Mintages  of  this  period  are  rather  small  with  no  date 
in  the  run  from  1838  to  1852  having  a mintage  of  over  one 
million  pieces.  There  are  several  rarities  in  this  period  which 
have  attracted  a lot  of  attention.  Large  and  Small  Date 
varieties  are  known  to  exist  for  the  year  1842.  The  1842 
Small  Date  quarter  is  known  only  in  proof  with  fewer  than 
10  pieces  known  to  exist.  The  1842-0  Small  Date  quarter  is 
a rarity  in  the  series  but  examples  of  this  variety  do  appear 
from  time  to  time.  There  was  no  mintage  report  for  the  1849- 
O quarter  but  the  figure  of  16,000  for  this  rarity  has  generally 
been  accepted  in  recent  years. 

51.  1838  Liberty  Seated  obverse  without  drapery. 

52.  1842  Obverse.  Large  Date  variety  for  this  year  showing 
drapery  at  the  elbow. 

53.  1848  Reverse  of  Liberty  Seated  quarter  with  denomination 
QUAR.  DOL. 
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Liberty  Seated  Arrows  & Rays  Quarters 
1853-1855 


In  1853  arrows  were  added  on  either  side  of  the  date  to  in- 
dicate a reduction  in  weight  of  the  quarter.  Unlike  the  half 
dime  and  the  dime  the  reverse  of  the  quarter  was  also 
modified  at  this  time.  The  reverse  now  has  a series  of  rays 
that  reach  out  from  the  center  of  the  coin  to  the  lettering 
along  the  inside  border.  The  arrows  remained  at  the  date 
through  1854  and  1855  but  the  rays  were  removed  from  the 
reverse  at  the  end  of  production  in  1853 

Mintage  for  the  Arrows  & Rays  quarter  of  1853  was 
unusually  high.  The  reported  mintage  of  15.2  million  pieces 
is  more  than  the  total  production  of  Seated  quarters  in  the 
previous  15  years.  The  mintage  of  12.4  million  pieces  in  1854 
is  also  very  high  and  these  two  dates  are  common  today  in 
average  circulated  grades.  The  mintage  was  reduced  to  2.9 
million  pieces  in  1855  which  is  more  typical  of  quarter  pro- 
duction of  this  era  in  Philadelphia. 

Quarters  of  this  period  were  struck  in  Philadelphia,  New 
Orleans  and  San  Francisco.  In  fact  the  1855-S  quarter  is  the 
first  quarter  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  mint  and  the  only  San 
Francisco  date  with  arrows  during  this  era.  The  1855-S 
quarter  is  scarce  but  available  to  the  interested  collector. 

Two  unusual  and  interesting  varieties  exist  for  quarters  of 
this  period.  The  1853/4  quarter  has  the  upright  of  a 4 running 
through  the  center  of  the  3 in  the  date  and  a recut  right  ar- 
row. The  1854-0  Huge  O quarter  has  a crude  oversized  mint 
mark  that  was  not  produced  from  a normal  mint  mark  punch. 
This  rare  variety  has  drawn  a lot  of  attention  as  a result  of  its 
unusual  mint  mark  and  has  been  the  subject  of  several 
numismatic  studies. 

54.  1853  Obverse  of  Arrows  & Rays  quarter. 

55.  1853  Reverse  with  rays  reaching  out  from  center  of  the  coin. 

56.  1854-0  Obverse.  Arrows  remain  at  date  through  1855 

57.  1854  Rays  removed  from  reverse  in  1854. 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarters 
1856-1872 


The  Liberty  Seated  design  was  again  used  in  1856  but  with 
no  arrows  at  the  date.  One  interesting  feature  of  quarters  of 
this  era  is  that  the  reverse  design  was  modified  in  1859  to 
create  a series  of  varieties  that  are  practically  unknown  even 
to  this  day.  The  key  to  identification  of  the  new  reverse  hub 
introduced  in  1859  is  the  eye  of  the  eagle.  On  the  old  hub  the 
eagle’s  eye  is  incuse,  while  on  the  new  it  is  raised.  The  in- 
teresting feature  is  that  both  reverses  continued  to  be  used 
side  by  side  at  Philadelphia  for  1859,  I860  and  1861. 
Thereafter  only  the  new  reverse  hub  was  used  in  Philadelphia. 
The  importance  of  this  information  is  that  the  old  hub  with 
the  concave  eye  continued  in  use  until  1865  in  San  Francisco. 
Therefore  the  rare  1864-S  quarter  can  be  identified  by  its 
distinctive  reverse  hub,  eliminating  the  possibility  that  a 
Philadelphia  piece  could  be  altered  to  create  this  rarity. 

Mintages  in  the  quarter  series  remained  low  during  the 
Civil  War  years  creating  a whole  series  of  difficult  and 
seldom  seen  dates.  There  are  24  dates  of  this  period  with 
mintages  below  100,000  and  many  are  very  difficult  to  ob- 
tain. Quarters  were  first  struck  in  Carson  City  in  1870  and  the 
pieces  from  the  early  years  at  this  branch  mint  are  also  very 
rare.  Of  interest  is  the  fact  that  only  one  reverse  was  used  in 
Carson  City  during  the  first  four  years  of  quarter  production. 
This  reverse  has  been  extensively  studied  and  several  die 
scratches  have  been  identified  that  help  in  the  authentication 
of  these  rare  branch  mint  issues. 

A scroll  inscribed  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  added  to  the 
reverse  in  1866.  This  scroll  appeared  above  the  head  of  the 
eagle  and  below  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
The  remainder  of  the  reverse  was  unchanged. 

58.  1856  The  Liberty  Seated  obverse  design  without  arrows. 

59.  1857  Reverse  with  incuse  eye  and  without  motto. 

60.  1866  Obverse.  One  of  a series  of  low  mintage  issues  of  the 
Civil  War  era. 

61.  1867  Reverse  with  raised  eye  and  scroll  with  motto. 
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Late  Liberty  Seated  Quarters 
1873-1891 


When  dies  were  first  prepared  for  the  coinage  of  1873  it 
was  noticed  that  the  balls  on  the  two  loops  of  the  last  digit 
in  the  date  were  very  close  together.  Without  close  examina- 
tion it  was  difficult  to  determine  if  the  last  digit  was  a 3 or 
an  8.  This  defect  was  corrected  by  leaving  a larger  gap  be- 
tween the  two  balls  of  the  digit  creating  what  we  know  today 
as  the  Closed  3 and  Open  3 varieties  of  this  date.  Later  in  the 
year  arrows  were  added  on  both  sides  of  the  date  to  indicate 
an  increase  in  weight  of  the  quarter.  The  arrows  remained  at 
the  date  through  1874. 

Mintage  for  quarters  from  the  Philadelphia  mint  from  1879 
to  1889  was  very  low — less  than  20,000  pieces  for  each  date 
and  all  of  these  dates  are  difficult  to  obtain  in  circulated 
grades.  The  proof  specimens  of  this  era  are  more  common 
than  the  business  strikes  even  though  proof  mintage  is  no 
more  than  about  1,000  pieces  for  any  date  of  this  period. 

The  rarest  date  in  the  Seated  quarter  series  is  the  1873-CC 
No  Arrows  quarter.  Two  uncirculated  specimens  of  this  rari- 
ty are  known  with  one  or  two  others  rumored  to  exist.  The 
1873-CC  With  Arrows  quarter  is  rare  but  available  for  a price. 
One  interesting  variety  for  this  period  is  the  1877-S  over 
horizontal  S.  This  variety  has  a vertical  S mint  mark  clearly 
punched  over  a horizontal  S mint  mark. 

Much  has  been  made  about  the  fine  reeded  variety  of  the 
1876-CC  quarter.  There  are  153  reeds  on  this  variety  as  com- 
pared to  113  and  122  reeds  on  other  varieties  of  this  date. 
While  it  is  true  that  the  fine  reeding  does  not  appear  on  any 
other  date  in  the  series,  this  variety  is  much  overrated  and  fairly 
common  for  this  date. 

62.  1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3 obverse. 

63.  1873  With  Arrows,  Open  3 obverse. 

64.  1877  No  Arrows  obverse;  arrows  removed  from  date  in 
1875. 

65.  1877-CC  With  Motto  reverse  with  Carson  City  mint  mark 
below  eagle. 

66.  1877-S  With  Motto  reverse  with  San  Francisco  mint  mark 
below  eagle. 
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Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 
1794-1795 


The  Flowing  Hair  design  of  Robert  Scot  was  used  for  half 
dollars  beginning  in  1794.  On  the  obverse  Liberty  faces  right 
with  shoulder-length  hair  flowing  toward  the  back.  The  word 
LIBERTY  is  above  the  head  and  there  are  15  stars  along  the 
inside  border.  On  the  reverse  a small  eagle  with  open  wings 
is  surrounded  by  two  laurel  branches  that  are  tied  by  a bow 
at  the  bottom.  The  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  fills 
the  area  between  the  wreath  and  the  denticles. 

Total  mintage  for  the  year  1794  is  considered  to  be  23,464 
pieces.  There  are  10  known  varieties  for  this  year  struck  from 
six  obverses  and  six  reverses.  The  obverses  are  identified  by 
the  position  of  the  stars  relative  to  the  curls  and  the  bust  and 
the  position  of  the  letters  in  LIBERTY.  The  reverse  dies  are 
identified  by  the  position  of  the  berries  and  leaves  in  the 
laurel  branches  relative  to  the  lettering  in  the  legend.  There 
was  an  unusually  high  mintage  of  299,680  pieces  for  the 
1795  half  dollar  with  32  varieties  known  for  this  date.  These 
varieties  were  struck  from  19  obverses  and  22  reverses  and 
some  of  these  varieties  are  very  rare. 

The  large  number  of  varieties  known  for  this  year  and  the 
easily  identified  characteristics  of  the  hand  engraved  dies 
make  the  1795  half  dollar  an  interesting  date  for  numismatic 
study.  Early  fractures  in  many  of  the  early  dies  also  make  for 
some  spectacular  die  cracks  that  can  be  seen  to  grow  through 
progressive  die  states  in  these  early  years. 

67.  1794  0-103  An  example  of  the  Flowing  Hair  obverse.  This 
obverse  identified  by  the  position  of  the  lowest  left  star  in  relation 
to  the  lowest  curl. 

68.  1795  0-108  The  Small  Eagle  reverse  for  this  year.  The 
reverse  identified  by  the  rim  break  below  the  right  ribbon. 
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Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 
1796-1807 


The  Draped  Bust  design  was  used  on  half  dollars  starting 
in  1796.  On  the  obverse  Liberty  faces  right  with  drapery 
folds  covering  the  bust  and  shoulders.  The  shoulder  length 
hair  is  drawn  back  and  secured  in  a double  bow.  The  word 
LIBERTY  is  above  the  head.  Two  obverses  are  known  for 
1796,  one  with  15  stars  on  the  obverse  and  the  other  with  16 
stars.  Only  one  obverse  is  known  for  1797,  having  15  stars. 
Production  of  half  dollars  was  resumed  in  1801;  all  obverses 
for  this  date  and  later  have  13  stars  on  the  obverse. 

On  the  reverse  a small  eagle  with  open  wings  modified 
from  the  previous  design  is  the  central  device  for  half  dollars 
of  1796  and  1797.  This  small  eagle  is  now  surrounded  by  a 
laurel  and  palm  wreath  with  the  denomination  1/2  at  the  bot- 
tom below  the  ribbon  ends.  Pieces  of  these  two  years  are  very 
rare  with  a total  mintage  reported  to  be  3,918.  When  half 
dollars  were  struck  again  in  1801  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse 
was  used.  Eor  this  design  an  American  bald  eagle  is  displayed 
holding  13  arrows  in  its  left  talon  and  an  olive  branch  in  its 
right.  The  eagle  has  a shield  covering  its  breast  and  is  holding 
a scroll  in  its  beak  inscribed  E PLURIBUS  UNUM.  There  are 
six  clouds  above  the  eagle’s  head  along  with  a constellation 
of  13  stars.  No  denomination  appears  on  the  reverse. 

There  are  four  Draped  Bust  varieties  with  the  Small  Eagle 
reverse,  two  for  1796  and  two  for  1797.  There  are  58  more 
varieties  of  the  Draped  Bust  half  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle 
reverse  from  1801  to  1807.  Two  overdates  are  known  in  the 
series:  1805/4  and  1806/5.  There  are  also  two  distinctly  dif- 
ferent 6 punches  for  the  year  1806,  the  Pointed  Top  6 and 
the  Knobbed  Top  6. 

69.  1796  0-102  The  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  15  stars. 

70.  1797  0-101  The  Small  Eagle  reverse  with  the  denomination 
1/2  at  the  bottom. 

71.  1807  0-105  The  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  13  stars. 

72.  1807  0-109  The  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  with  no  denomina- 
tion. 
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Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 
1807-1836 


The  Capped  Bust  design  of  John  Reich  was  first  used  for  half 
dollars  in  1807.  On  the  obverse  Liberty  faces  left  and  is  wear- 
ing a cap  inscribed  LIBERTY.  There  are  13  stars  in  the  obverse 
field  along  the  inside  border  with  the  date  below  the  bust.  On 
the  reverse  an  eagle  with  open  wings  faces  to  the  left  with  a 
shield  on  its  breast.  The  eagle  holds  an  olive  branch  in  one 
talon  and  three  arrows  in  the  other.  The  legend  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  fills  the  space  just  inside  the  denticles 
and  a scroll  inscribed  E PLURJBUS  UNUM  fills  the  space  above 
the  eagle’s  head.  The  denomination  50  C.  appears  below  the 
eagle’s  talons. 

Mintages  are  relatively  high  for  this  era  ranging  from 
something  under  1 million  to  slightly  more  than  6 million  for 
most  dates.  The  only  rare  date  in  the  series  is  1815  with  a total 
mintage  of  47, 150  pieces.  Pieces  of  this  date  are  very  rare  and 
this  is  the  key  date  in  the  series.  Many  overdates  exist  for  this 
era  including:  1808/7,  1811/10,  1812/1,  1814/3,  1815/2, 
1817/3,  1817/4,  1818/7,  1819/8,  1820/19,  1822/1,  1824/1, 
1827/6,  and  1829/7.  Many  other  date  varieties  exist  for  this 
period  with  large  and  small  digits,  square  base  and  curl  base 
2s,  knob  and  no  knob  2s  and  broken  and  repaired  digits.  There 
is  a total  of  450  varieties  for  the  series  from  1807  to  1836  with 
some  rare  and  difficult  to  obtain. 

Large  quantities  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  were  stored  in 
bank  vaults  during  the  nineteenth  century.  As  a consequence 
the  bust  half  dollar  is  available  today  in  the  higher  circulated 
grades  at  relatively  low  cost.  The  many  known  varieties  for 
each  date  and  the  availability  of  quality  coins  at  modest  cost 
make  this  series  very  popular  with  the  Early  Bust  collector. 

73.  1807  0-112  Early  Capped  Bust  obverse  design  for  half 
dollar. 

74.  1807  0-112  Early  Capped  Bust  reverse  design  for  half  dollar. 

75.  1817  0-103  Modified  Capped  Bust  obverse  with  larger  ear 
and  revised  curls. 

76.  1812  0-104  Modified  Capped  Bust  reverse  with  revised 
wings  and  open  talons. 
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Reeded  Edge  Bust  Half  Dollars 
1836-1839 


In  1836  some  significant  changes  began  taking  place  in  the 
half  dollar.  All  of  the  early  bust  half  dollars  before  1836  had 
a lettered  edge  reading  FIFTY  CENTS  OR  HALF  A DOLLAR. 
In  1836  a change  was  made  to  a reeded  edge  similar  to  that 
used  on  the  smaller  denomination  silver  coins.  The  diameter 
of  the  half  dollar  was  also  reduced  to  30  mm  from  the  32.6 
mm  of  earlier  years.  Changes  in  the  design  of  the  half  also  were 
made.  The  image  of  the  Capped  Bust  figure  was  changed 
slightly  and  the  13  stars  on  the  obverse  were  reduced  in  size. 
There  are  now  only  six  stars  in  front  of  the  bust  as  opposed 
to  seven  in  earlier  years.  On  the  reverse  the  eagle  was  revised 
slightly  and  the  scroll  above  the  eagle’s  head  was  removed. 
The  denomination  has  been  changed  from  the  50  C.  of  earlier 
years  to  50  CENTS.  For  the  years  1838  and  1839  the 
denomination  50  CENTS  was  changed  again  to  HALF  DOL. 

The  only  Bust  halves  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  are 
those  dated  1838-0  and  1839-0.  Those  dated  1838-0  are  very 
rare  and  seldom  seen  except  at  major  auctions.  The  1839-0 
had  a mintage  of  178,976  and  is  the  only  branch  mint  silver 
bust  coin  available  to  the  average  collector.  Mint  marks  for 
these  two  years  appeared  on  the  obverse  above  the  date.  Mint 
marks  were  placed  on  the  reverse  the  following  year  and  re- 
mained there  for  the  half  dollar  series  through  the  nineteenth 
century. 

77.  1836  The  first  reeded  edge  half  dollar  with  a mintage  of  only 
1,200  pieces.  New  obverse  design  with  only  six  stars  along  the  left 
border. 

78.  1836  Reverse  showing  the  denomination  50  CENTS. 

79.  1839-0  Obverse  of  New  Orleans  half  with  mint  mark  above 
date. 

80.  1839-0  Bust  reverse  showing  the  denomination  HALF  DOL. 
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Small  Letters  Seated  Halves 
1839-1842 


Christian  Gobrecht’s  Liberty  Seated  design  was  used  for  the 
half  dollar  series  beginning  in  1839.  This  design  features  a 
seated  figure  of  Liberty  facing  left.  In  one  hand  she  holds  a 
staff  topped  by  a cap  and  in  the  other  she  holds  a shield 
covered  by  a scroll  inscribed  LIBERTY.  Thirteen  stars  appear 
along  the  inside  borders,  seven  along  the  left  border,  one  be- 
tween the  head  and  the  cap  and  five  more  along  the  right 
border.  Sometime  during  the  production  of  halves  in  1839  the 
obverse  design  was  slightly  modified.  The  rock  to  the  left  of 
the  shield  was  reduced  in  size  and  several  small  lines  of  drapery 
were  added  below  the  elbow  of  the  right  arm.  On  the  reverse 
an  eagle  with  open  wings  faces  left  with  a shield  on  its  breast. 
The  eagle  holds  an  olive  branch  in  one  talon  and  three  arrows 
in  the  other.  Interestingly  enough  there  are  three  arrow  heads 
but  only  two  feathered  shafts  below  the  reverse  shield.  The 
reverse  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  and  the 
denomination  HALF  DOL.  are  rendered  in  small  letters,  far 
from  the  border  denticles. 

One  interesting  variety  of  this  period  is  the  1840  with  reverse 
of  1838.  This  variety  has  a seated  obverse  but  the  reverse  of 
the  bust  half  of  the  earlier  years.  This  reverse  has  three 
feathered  shafts,  a larger  shield,  open  talons  and  large  letters 
close  to  the  border  denticles.  The  bust  reverse  is  badly  crack- 
ed at  this  stage  making  for  a fascinating  and  unusual  piece  that 
is  rare  and  in  demand  by  seated  half  collectors. 

New  Orleans  halves  of  1842  come  in  Large  and  Small  Date 
varieties  with  the  Small  Date  variety  being  one  of  the  rare  dates 
in  the  series.  But  the  two  varieties  can  easily  be  distinguished 
because  the  1842-0  Small  Date  variety  has  the  small  letter 
reverse;  the  Large  Date  variety  has  the  large  letter  reverse. 

81.  1839  No  Drapery  obverse  with  the  large  rock  to  the  left  of 
the  shield. 

82.  1839  Drapery  obverse  with  three  lines  of  drapery  added  below 
the  right  elbow. 

83.  1839  Seated  reverse  with  small  letters  and  two  feathered 
shafts. 
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Large  Letters  Seated  Halves 
1842-1853 


In  1842  the  reverse  of  the  half  dollar  was  revised  by  in- 
creasing the  size  of  the  letters  comprising  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA  and  HALF  DOL.  that  appear  along  the  inside 
border.  The  lettering  is  now  much  closer  to  the  border  den- 
ticles and  fills  in  the  fields  over  the  eagle  much  better.  There 
are  Large  Date  and  Small  Date  varieties  for  the  year  1842  and 
what  are  called  Small  Date  and  Tall  Date  varieties  for  1846 
and  1846-0.  The  1846-0  Tall  Date  variety  is  scarce  and  iden- 
tified by  the  size  and  shape  of  the  digits  in  the  date. 

Several  interesting  error  coins  exist  for  this  period.  One 
variety  for  1844-0  has  a double  date  with  the  extra  date  pun- 
ches filling  the  gap  between  the  rock  and  the  regular  date. 
The  1846  over  horizontal  6 has  an  extra  6 punched  on  its  side 
beneath  the  regular  6 in  the  date.  This  unusual  variety  is  rare, 
very  interesting,  and  in  demand  by  the  half  dollar  collector. 
The  1847/6  variety  is  very  rare  and  an  interesting  overdate 
for  this  period.  The  rarest  variety  for  this  period  is  the  1853- 
O No  Arrows  half.  Only  three  well  circulated  examples  of 
this  variety  are  known  and  it  normally  will  be  sold  only  at 
auction. 

Half  dollars  of  this  period  were  struck  at  Philadelphia  and 
New  Orleans.  The  dates  of  this  period  are  available  to  the  in- 
terested collector  but  the  Philadelphia  pieces  of  1850,  1851 
and  1852  are  hard  to  find  in  average  circulated  grades. 
Lowest  mintage  for  halves  of  this  period  is  for  the  1852  date 
with  a reported  figure  of  77,130. 

84.  1848  Example  of  Seated  obverse  of  this  period. 

85.  1850-0  Example  of  the  Seated  reverse  with  the  large  letter- 
ing. The  New  Orleans  mint  mark  is  located  below  the  eagle  and 
above  the  letter  E in  HALF. 
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Liberty  Seated  Arrows  & Ray  Halves 
1853-1855 


In  1853  arrows  were  added  on  either  side  of  the  date  to  in- 
dicate a reduction  in  weight  for  the  half  dollar.  On  the 
reverse  a series  of  rays  were  added  that  reach  out  from  the 
center  of  the  coin  to  the  lettering  along  the  inside  border. 
The  arrows  remained  at  the  date  through  1854  and  1855  but 
the  rays  were  removed  from  the  reverse  at  the  end  of  produc- 
tion in  1853- 

Mintage  for  the  1853  Arrows  & Rays  half  dollar  is  reported 
to  be  3-53  million.  This  figure  is  not  unusually  large  when 
compared  with  the  mintage  of  other  dates  in  this  era.  The 
1853  Arrows  & Rays  half  is  in  demand  by  type  set  collectors 
as  a one  year  type  issue.  The  mintage  of  5-24  million  pieces 
for  the  1854-0  half  makes  this  the  most  common  date  with 
arrows  and  the  second  most  common  New  Orleans  issue. 
Many  varieties  of  the  1854-0  half  are  known  with  doubling 
on  the  obverse  around  the  date  and  stars. 

The  1855/4  is  the  only  overdate  of  this  period  and  has  the 
horizontal  bar  of  a 4 running  through  the  center  of  the  se- 
cond 5 in  the  date.  This  variety  is  often  overrated  with  ex- 
amples continually  surfacing  as  collectors  study  the  pieces  in 
their  collections  more  closely.  The  rare  date  of  this  period  is 
the  1855-S,  the  first  half  issued  from  the  San  Francisco  mint 
and  the  only  San  Francisco  date  with  arrows.  The  S mint 
mark  is  very  large  and  appears  below  the  eagle  and  above  the 
F in  HALF.  Two  reverse  varieties  are  known  for  this  date  with 
a mintage  of  129,950. 

86.  1853-0  Reverse  design  showing  the  rays  reaching  out  from 
the  center  of  the  coin.  The  New  Orleans  mint  mark  is  cut  over  the 
rays  below  the  eagle. 

87.  1854  Seated  obverse  showing  the  arrows  at  the  date. 

88.  1854  Seated  reverse  with  the  rays  removed  from  the  reverse 
in  1854. 
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Civil  War  Era  Halves 

1856-1866 


Arrows  were  removed  from  the  date  in  1856  and  the 
Seated  design  of  previous  years  continued.  This  era  produced 
a number  of  interesting  die  varieties  resulting  from  the  in- 
troduction of  a new  reverse  hub  in  1858.  The  new  hub  was 
similar  to  that  used  in  previous  years  but  several  key 
characteristics  identify  the  reverses.  For  the  old  hub  of  this 
period  the  L in  HALF  has  a lower  base  that  extends  only 
slightly  beyond  the  upper  serif  of  the  letter.  For  the  new  hub 
the  L has  a lower  base  that  extends  well  beyond  the  upper  serif 
of  the  letter.  The  significance  of  this  new  hub  to  the  collector 
is  that  the  two  hubs  continued  in  use  side  by  side  for  several 
years  with  the  old  hub  appearing  as  late  as  1864  for  San  Fran- 
cisco mint  pieces.  Pieces  from  both  hubs  are  known  for  the 
dates  1858,  1859,  I860,  1860-0,  1862-S  and  1864-S. 

Relatively  large  mintages  for  the  years  1858  and  1859  nec- 
cessitated  many  dies  to  strike  these  half  dollars.  The  mint 
must  have  encountered  difficulty  in  the  preparation  of  these 
dies  because  there  have  been  at  least  10  obverse  dies  iden- 
tified for  these  years  with  extra  date  punches  in  the  rock,  in 
the  gown,  in  the  denticles  and  in  the  fields  above  and  below 
the  date.  These  unusual  varieties  make  for  an  endless  study 
of  the  relatively  common  dates  of  these  years. 

Mint  mark  size  variations  are  common  for  San  Francisco 
mint  pieces  of  this  period.  Different  size  mint  marks  are 
known  for  1857-S,  1858-S,  1859-S,  1860-S,  1861-S,  1862-S 
and  1864-S. 

89-  1861  Liberty  Seated  obverse  of  this  period. 

90.  1861-0  Type  11  reverse  hub  with  New  Orleans  mint  mark 
below  eagle. 

91.  1861-S  Type  I reverse  hub  with  large  S mint  mark  below 
eagle. 
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With  Motto  Seated  Halves 
1866-1872 


A scroll  containing  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  add- 
ed to  the  reverse  in  1866.  This  scroll  appeared  above  the 
head  of  the  eagle  and  below  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA.  The  remainder  of  the  reverse  was  unchanged. 

Half  dollars  of  this  period  were  made  in  Philadelphia,  San 
Francisco  and  Carson  City.  The  mint  marks  for  the  branch 
mints  are  located  high  up  near  the  olive  branch  and  over  the 
F in  HALF.  The  San  Francisco  mint  marks  for  the  years  1866 
to  1871  are  much  smaller  than  those  used  in  earlier  years. 
During  this  period  the  S mint  marks  are  often  very  weak  and 
difficult  to  see  on  average  circulated  specimens.  In  1872  the 
San  Francisco  mint  mark  was  made  larger  and  was  located 
closer  to  the  lettering  below. 

The  first  half  dollars  made  in  Carson  City  were  struck  in 
1870.  The  1870-CC  half  dollar  is  very  rare  and  difficult  to  ob- 
tain in  high  circulated  grades.  The  reported  mintage  for  this 
rare  date  is  given  as  54,617.  A careful  study  of  the  pieces  of 
this  date  has  identified  five  varieties  struck  from  three 
obverses  and  two  reverses.  The  two  reverses  are  easy  to  iden- 
tify by  the  position  of  the  mint  mark.  For  one  variety  the 
right  C in  the  mint  mark  is  much  higher  than  the  left  C.  For 
the  other  variety  the  left  C is  a little  higher  than  the  right  C. 
In  both  cases  the  two  Cs  in  the  mint  mark  are  located  high 
up  near  the  olive  branch. 

The  1871-CC  and  1872-CC  half  dollars  are  scarce  dates  in 
the  series  but  certainly  not  nearly  as  rare  as  the  silver  issues 
for  the  other  denominations  for  these  same  years  at  Carson 
City.  These  early  issues  from  Carson  City  are  difficult  to  find 
in  mint  state  since  the  total  mintages  of  the  issues  from  the 
branch  mints  in  the  west  were  placed  into  circulation. 

92.  1867  An  example  of  the  Seated  obverse  for  this  period. 

93.  1868  An  example  of  the  Seated  reverse  with  the  scroll  added 
above  the  eagle’s  head. 
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Late  Seated  Halves 
1873-1891 


The  first  halves  struck  in  1873  had  the  Closed  3 in  the  date 
where  the  two  balls  of  the  3 were  very  close  together.  This 
defect  was  corrected  by  widening  the  gap  between  the  balls 
of  the  digit.  Later  in  the  year  arrows  were  added  to  both  sides 
of  the  date  to  indicate  an  increase  in  the  weight  of  the  half 
dollar.  Sometime  during  this  transition  period  the  1873  No 
Arrows  Open  3 half  was  struck.  This  variety  is  very  rare  w'ith 
no  more  than  a dozen  specimens  known  to  exist.  This  rarity 
is  easily  recognized  by  the  lump  on  Liberty’s  right  knee. 

A few  other  interesting  varieties  are  known  for  the  year 
1873-  There  are  Large  and  Small  Arrows  varieties  for  this  year 
with  the  Small  Arrows  type  being  the  more  difficult  to  ob- 
tain. One  variety  of  this  year  has  the  vertical  stripes  in  the 
obverse  shield  in  groups  of  four.  All  other  obverses  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  type  have  the  vertical  stripes  in  groups  of 
three. 

This  era  in  the  half  dollar  series  is  know  n for  the  series  of 
low  mintage  Philadelphia  issues  from  1879  to  1890.  Mintage 
for  each  of  these  dates  is  less  than  15,000  pieces  and  all  of 
these  dates  are  difficult  to  obtain  in  circulated  grades.  The 
1891  half  has  a mintage  of  200,600  but  it  too  is  considered 
scarce. 

The  key  date  for  the  Seated  half  series  is  the  1878-S  half 
dollar.  This  date  is  very  rare  and  seldom  offered  for  sale.  The 
die  characteristics  of  this  date  have  been  studied  extensively 
and  features  identified  so  that  alteration  to  create  this  rarity 
can  be  detected.  In  particular  there  are  several  die  scratches 
in  the  reverse  shield  that  identify  the  reverse  of  this  rarity. 
Any  attempt  to  add  a mint  mark  to  a Philadelphia  specimen 
should  therefore  be  easily  detected. 

94.  1873  Closed  3 obverse,  No  Arrows. 

95.  1873  Open  3 obverse,  With  Arrows. 

96.  1875-S  With  Motto  reverse  showing  San  Francisco  mint 
mark  below  olive  branch. 

97.  1875-CC  Reverse  showing  Carson  City  mint  mark  below 
olive  branch. 
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Flowing  Hair  Dollars 
1794-1795 


The  first  dollars  were  struck  in  1794  using  the  Flowing 
Hair  design  of  Robert  Scot.  On  the  obverse  Liberty  faces  right 
with  shoulder-length  hair  flowing  toward  the  back.  The  word 
LIBERTY  is  above  the  head  and  there  are  15  stars  along  the 
inside  border.  On  the  reverse  a small  eagle  with  open  wings 
is  surrounded  by  two  laurel  branches  that  are  tied  by  a bow 
at  the  bottom.  The  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  fills 
the  area  between  the  wreath  and  the  denticles. 

Only  one  variety  is  known  for  the  1794  dollar  with  a total 
mintage  of  1,758.  This  date  is  very  rare  and  examples  often 
show  weakness  on  the  lower  part  of  the  date  and  on  the  stars 
to  the  left.  On  the  reverse  the  word  STATES  is  often  very 
weak. 

Mintage  for  the  Flowing  Hair  dollar  of  1795  is  160,295. 
There  are  18  varieties  known  for  this  date  struck  from  10 
obverses.  These  obverses  were  individually  engraved  and 
they  can  be  distinguished  by  the  placement  of  the  obverse 
stars  relative  to  the  curls  and  bust,  the  placement  of  the  let- 
ters in  LIBERTY  relative  to  each  other  and  the  position  of  the 
date  punches  relative  to  the  stars,  curls  and  bust.  The 
reverses  are  likewise  identified  by  the  position  of  key 
features.  The  number  and  position  of  the  berries  are  very 
helpful  in  identifying  the  reverses.  Other  identifying  features 
are  the  number  and  position  of  the  leaves  in  the  wreath  in 
relation  to  the  letters  in  the  legend.  Some  of  the  varieties  of 
this  date  are  very  rare  and  assembling  a complete  set  of 
varieties  of  this  year  would  be  a significant  accomplishment. 

98.  1794  B-1  Obverse  of  the  very  rare  1794  dollar. 

99.  1795  B-1  The  Small  Eagle  reverse  with  9 berries  in  the  left 
branch  and  10  in  the  right  branch. 

100.  1795  B-5  The  Small  Eagle  reverse  with  7 berries  in  the  left 
branch  and  6 in  the  right  branch. 
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Draped  Bust  Dollars 
1795-1803 


The  Drap>ed  Bust  design  was  first  used  in  the  dollar  series 
in  1795.  This  is  a year  earlier  than  the  date  when  this  design 
first  appeared  on  the  four  smaller  silver  denominations.  For 
this  design  Liberty  faces  right  with  drapery  folds  covering  the 
bust  and  shoulders.  The  shoulder-length  hair  is  drawn  back 
and  secured  in  a double  bow.  The  word  LIBERTY  is  above 
the  head.  There  were  15  stars  on  the  obverse  along  the  inside 
border  in  1795  and  1796,  16  stars  in  1797  and  the  number 
reduced  to  1 3 in  1798.  On  the  reverse  a small  eagle  with  open 
wings  is  surrounded  by  a laurel  and  palm  wreath  for  pieces 
dated  1795,  1796,  1797  and  for  two  varieties  of  1798.  In 
1798  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  was  introduced  and  remain- 
ed in  service  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1803. 

Relatively  large  mintages  for  1798,  1799  and  1800  resulted 
in  a large  number  of  varieties  for  these  years  that  can  be 
studied  by  the  interested  collector.  The  obverses  are  iden- 
tified by  the  position  of  the  stars  relative  to  the  curls  and  bust 
and  the  position  of  the  digits  in  the  date  relative  to  each  other 
and  the  bust.  The  Heraldic  Eagle  reverses  are  identified  by  the 
number  of  arrows  held  by  the  eagle  in  its  left  talon  and  the 
number  of  berries  in  the  olive  branch  in  the  right  talon.  The 
stars  in  the  field  relative  to  each  other  also  provide  informa- 
tion on  the  identification  of  the  reverses. 

There  are  two  known  overdates  in  the  series;  1799/8  and 
1802/1.  There  are  a few  dollars  dated  1804  that  are  known 
to  exist  but  all  of  these  are  considered  antedated  fantasies 
struck  at  the  mint  after  1834.  The  15  or  so  examples  known 
were  struck  from  one  obverse  and  two  reverse  dies. 


101.  1796  B-3 
side  border. 

102.  1797  B-1 

103.  1798  B-1 

side  border. 

104.  1798  B-1 

105.  1798  B-8 

branch. 


Draped  Bust  obverse  with  15  stars  along  the  in- 

Small  Eagle  reverse  with  laurel  and  palm  wreath. 
Draped  Bust  obverse  with  13  stars  along  the  in- 

Small  Eagle  reverse  of  1798. 

Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  with  four  berries  in  olive 
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Early  Seated  Dollars 
1840-1865 


Dollars  were  again  struck  for  regular  issue  in  1840  for  the 
first  time  in  37  years.  Christian  Gobrecht’s  Liberty  Seated 
design  was  used  for  this  issue  following  a series  of  trial  issues 
struck  from  1836  to  1839.  The  obverse  of  these  pieces  has 
Liberty  facing  left  holding  a staff  topped  by  a cap  in  one  hand 
and  holding  a shield  covered  by  a scroll  inscribed  LIBERTY 
in  the  other.  On  the  reverse  an  eagle  with  open  wings  faces 
to  the  left  with  a shield  on  its  breast.  The  legend  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  fills  the  space  just  inside  the  denticles 
above  the  eagle  and  the  denomination  ONE  DOL.  appears 
below  the  eagle. 

For  many  years  the  Seated  dollar  series  received  very  little 
attention  and  the  coins  were  very  undervalued.  However  in 
recent  years,  the  rarity  of  many  of  the  dates  of  this  era  have 
begun  to  be  recognized  as  more  people  are  attracted  to  the 
series.  The  low  mintage  issues  of  1851,  1852  and  1858  have 
always  been  difficult  to  obtain  and  are  recognized  rarities  in 
the  series.  In  recent  years  the  dates  1854,  1855  and  1862 
have  been  recognized  as  rare  and  have  made  remarkable  ad- 
vances in  value. 

Most  of  the  dollars  of  this  period  were  made  in 
Philadelphia  but  a few  branch  mint  issues  do  appear  in  the 
series.  There  are  four  issues  from  New  Orleans  dated  1846-0, 
1850-0,  1859-0  and  1860-0  with  only  the  1850-0  being 
recognized  as  a scarce  issue.  There  is  only  one  San  Francisco 
issue,  the  1859-S.  This  date  has  a mintage  of  20,000  and  is  con- 
sidered scarce  but  available.  Few  varieties  exist  in  this  series 
due  to  the  relatively  low  mintages  but  some  interesting  pieces 
are  bound  to  surface  once  collectors  take  a closer  look  at  these 
coins. 

106.  1848  Liberty  Seated  obverse  for  the  dollar  series. 

107.  1850  Seated  reverse  with  the  denomination  ONE  DOL. 
below  the  eagle. 
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With  Motto  Seated  Dollars 
1866-1873 


A scroll  containing  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  add- 
ed to  the  reverse  in  1866.  This  scroll  appeared  above  the 
eagle’s  head  and  below  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA.  The  remainder  of  the  reverse  was  unchanged. 

Silver  dollars  of  this  period  were  made  in  Philadelphia,  San 
Francisco  and  Carson  City  but  most  of  the  branch  mint  issues 
are  very  rare.  The  1870-S  and  1872-S  are  the  only  two  dates 
known  to  have  been  struck  in  San  Francisco.  The  1870-S  is 
a great  rarity  in  the  series  with  no  more  than  about  12 
specimens  known  to  exist.  The  1872-S  dollar  has  a listed  mint- 
age of  only  9,000  pieces  but  this  date  is  not  as  difficult  to  ob- 
tain as  its  low  mintage  would  suggest.  The  date  is  scarce  but 
available  to  the  interested  collector.  A mintage  of  700  pieces 
is  reported  for  the  1873-S  Standard  dollar  but  this  piece  is 
unknown  in  any  collection. 

The  four  Carson  City  issues  of  the  Seated  period  have 
generated  considerable  attention  and  several  studies  of  these 
pieces  have  recently  been  published.  Despite  a listed  mintage 
of  only  12,462  pieces,  it  is  known  that  five  reverses  and  two 
obverses  were  used  to  mint  the  1870-CC  dollar.  It  can  be 
assumed  that  mint  officials  were  testing  the  dies  as  five 
reverses  were  certainly  not  needed  for  such  a small  total  mint- 
age. This  observation  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  three  of 
the  reverses  used  at  Carson  City  in  1870  were  subsequently 
used  to  strike  the  1871-CC,  1872-CC  and  1873-CC  dollars. 
These  studies  on  the  early  Carson  City  dollars  provide  infor- 
mation that  can  help  authenticate  these  early  pieces  from  the 
old  west.  Total  mintage  for  the  1871-CC  dollar  is  only  1,376 
pieces  with  a total  mintage  for  the  1873-CC  dollar  listed  at 
2,300.  These  two  dates  are  both  very  rare  and  it  is  important 
that  the  collector  be  aware  that  altered  specimens  of  both 
dates  have  been  encountered  in  recent  years. 

108.  1871  Seated  obverse  of  this  era. 

109.  1871  With  Motto  reverse  for  the  Seated  dollar. 


Slide  35 


Trade  Dollars 
1873-1885 


Trade  dollars  were  issued  for  circulation  in  the  Far  East  to 
compete  with  dollar  size  coins  of  other  countries.  These 
pieces  had  the  same  diameter  as  the  Standard  dollar  but  had 
a weight  of  420  grains  compared  to  the  weight  of  415-5 
grains  for  the  Standard  dollar.  These  pieces  when  first  coined 
were  legal  tender  in  the  United  States  to  the  extent  of  $5  but 
the  legal  tender  provision  was  repealed  in  1876. 

On  the  obverse  the  design  has  a seated  figure  of  Liberty  fac- 
ing left  holding  an  olive  branch  in  one  hand  and  a banner  in- 
scribed LIBERTY  in  the  other.  There  are  four  stars  along  the 
inside  left  border,  two  between  the  olive  branch  and  the  head 
and  seven  more  behind  the  head  of  Liberty.  On  the  reverse 
an  eagle  has  three  arrows  in  one  talon  and  an  olive  branch  in 
the  other.  The  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  appears 
along  the  inside  border  above  the  eagle’s  head  and  a scroll  in- 
scribed E PLURIBUS  UNUM  appears  between  the  legend  and 
the  eagle’s  head.  The  denomination  TRADE  DOLLAR  appears 
below  the  eagle  along  with  the  weight  of  the  coin. 

Trade  dollars  were  minted  in  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco 
and  Carson  City  for  the  years  1873  through  1878.  The  largest 
mintages  are  recorded  in  San  Francisco  where  the  majority  of 
the  pieces  struck  were  shipped  to  the  Far  East.  Many  of  these 
Trade  Dollars  have  chop  marks  today  as  reminders  of  the  ser- 
vice that  these  coins  played  in  the  commerce  of  the  period 
before  the  turn  of  the  twentieth  century.  Only  a few  proof 
specimens  were  minted  in  Philadelphia  for  the  years  from 
1879  to  1885.  The  dates  1884  and  1885  are  particularly 
scarce  with  only  a few  specimens  of  each  date  known  to  ex- 
ist. 

110.  1882  Trade  dollar  obverse. 

111.  1882  Trade  dollar  reverse. 
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